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riddance of the most dreadful pest, form omi

nous prognostics from the manner of their en

gageinents: they consider their comliat as a

presage of war, and expect an invasion from

the Russians or Swedes. The two divisions,

however, continue their engagements, and

from that time they, begin to disappear) nor is

it well known what becomes of either the con

querors or the conquered. Some suppose that

they rush into the sea, others that they kill

themselves, as some are found hanging on the

forked branches of trees ; aiid others that they

are dcsroycd by the young spring herbage.

But it is most probable, that having consumed

the vegetable productions of the country, they

then fall upon and devour each oilier. How

ever this may be, they die in such numbers,

that their carcasses havebeen known to infect

the air, and to produce malignant disorders;

They scent also to infect the i1auts which they

gnaw, as the cattle often (lie that feed in the

places where they passed. In fine weather,

they go in droves into the water, but no sooner

does the wind rise, than they are all drowned.

As the inhabitants know not from whence they

come, it is a vulgar Opinion that they lull

from the clouds \%itll Ilic rain.*
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