
NATURAL HISTORY.

By this method be inves with a much greater

degree of swiftness tliai could be expected,
and oCun, though wounded, escapes the pur
suit of the hunters.

The seal is a social animal, at-least gr~,at
ii u i1 hers geiicially frequent the same places.
Their natural climate is the north, but they
live iii the temperate and even hot countries,

for they are seen on the shores of almost ill the

seas of' Europe and even in the -Mediterranean;

they are. found also in the southern seas of Afri-

ca and America ; but they are infinitely more

common and more iumcrous in the itortliern

seas ofAsia, Europe, and America. .TJis spe

cies varies iii size, colour, and figure, accord

ing to the difference of clijiatçs. We. have

seen sonic of these ai.iimals ativc, and. many of

tuck skirts have been sent to us ; out o these

we have chosen two for our present subject ;

the first is. the COniiIIOn seal of our Luropean

of w hidi there are many varieties. \Vc

have. secti one, the proportions of. whose' hoiiy

seemed to differ from any other, its neck being

snorter, its body longer, and its cJrt ws lai:ger ;

but t Rest, (1-1 (i'erences are not su flicic.t to

con-stillute a distinct species. The econ(l is the

seal of we Mccl terraiiean and soul hem Se-IS)

which we. prcu!ue to be I hi p1ioc of he

£kn's, uid a (it.iflCt. spccie, fir it di'LK,rs from

the
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