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NATURAL HISTORY. Ol

By this.mcthod he weves with a mueh greater
degree of swiftness than could be expeeted,
aud ofien, though wounded, escapes the pur-
suit of the hunters.

‘L'he seal is a social animal, at-Jeast great
numbers generally frequent the same places.
Their natural climate is the noxth, but they
live in the temperate and even hot countrics,
for they are seen on the shores of almost all the
scas of Iurope and even in the Mediterrancan;
they are found also in the southern seas of Afri-
ca and America ; but they are infinitely more
common and more numcrous in the northern
seas of Asia, KKuropey and America.  This spe-

“cies varies in size, colour, and figure, accord-
ing to the diflerence of climates.  We have
secn some of these animals alive, and many of
their skins have bren sent 1o us; out of these
we have chosen two ‘for our present subiect s
the Lirst is the conmmon seal of our luropean
sca, of which there are wmany varictics.  We
have seen one, the proportions of whose body
scemed to differ from any other, its neck being
shorter, its body longer, and its claws larger

‘Dbut these differences are not sufficient-to con-
stitute a distinct species.  The second is the
scal of the Mediterrancan and southern seas,
which we presume to be the ploca of the an-
eien’s, and a distinct species, for it differs from

(he
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