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possibly it is nothing more than an electri¢
phenomenon, the effects of which the ancients
being ignorant might ascribe it to the flowing
and ebbing of the sca. However this may be,
the above reasons are a suflicient foundation
to presume, that the small seal is the phoca of
the ancients ; and there is also great reason to
conclude, that it is the same as that M. Ron-
delatius calls the Dediterrancan phoca, the
body of which, according to him, is much
longer and smailer, in proportion, than our
scal.  The great seal, described by Mr. Par-
sons, and which, probably, came from the
northern seas, scems to be a different species
from the other two, for, notwithstanding it had
scarcely any tecth, itwas as big again, inall its
dimensions,as the common kind. Mr.Parsons,
as BIr. Klein judiciously remarks, speaks a
great deal on the subject of this animal in a
few words, and has given the following ob-
servations in the Philosopliical Transactions,

No. 469, p. 383, 380.
¢ A sca-calf was shewn at Charing-cross,
T.ondon, in the month of February, 1742-3.
'The figures given by Aldrovandus, Johnston,
and others, being designed in profile, lead us
into two crrors. 1st. They make the legs
apparcnt, though they are not visible external-
ly in any position the animal is placed ; and,
secondly,
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