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swallowed them for the purpose of grinding itg
food. 'This animal is viviparous, and suckles
its young by the mamilla, like quadrupeds,
and its flesh is firm and muscular.  Although
it had attained seven feet and a halfin length,
yet it was but young, as it had scarcely any
teeth; and it had four small holes regularly-
placed about the navel, which were the pre-
ceding signs of four teats to appear hereafter.””
'Thus it appears therc are threc kinds of
seals, differing from each other. The small
black scal of India and the Levant; the
common scal of ourseas ; and the great seal of
the northern ocean. To the first of thesec,
therefore, we must refer all that the ancients
have written about the phoca. Aristotle was
acquainted with this animal, for he has de-
scribed it of an ambiguous nature, an inter-
mediate creature between aquatic and terrestrial
animals; that is, an imperfect quadruped,
having no external teats for suckling its young,
and only very apparentauditory passages ; that
its tongue is forked, and has a small tail re-
sembling that of a stag. 'This entirel y agrees.
with the seal; but he is deccived in affirming
that its has no gall-bladder. Mr. Parsons,
indeced says, that the gall-bladder of the great.
seal which he describes, was very small; but
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