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76 BUFFON’S

South Seas, many remarks respecting these
animals ; but neither the descriptions nor cire
cumstances appear to be exact : for example,
1t 1s said, that in the Straits of Magellan, there
are sea-wolves of such an enormous size, that
their skins, when stretched out, were six and
thirty feet wide ; which is evidently an exag-
geration. It is also said, that on the twa
islands of Port Desire, those animals resemble
lions in the anterior part of their body, having
a very long mane on their heads, necks, and
shoulders. This 1s a still greater exaggera-
tion ; for the sea-lions have only a little more
hair on the neck than on the rest of the body,
but which is not above an inch in length. It
is likewise said that therc are some of these
animals above eighteen feet long, many about
fourteen, but most commonly not above five,
This might induce us to imagine, that there
are two species, the one much larger than the
other, because the author does not say whether
this difference proceeded from the difference
in their ages, which, however, was nccessary
in order to prevent crror. ¢ These animals
(says Coreal) keep their mouths always open.
Itis with great difficulty that two men can kill
one of these animals even with a strong lance,
which is the best weapon that can be made

use
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