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78 BUFFON’S

THE WALRUS, MORSE, OR SEA-COW.

THI name ofser-cow, by which the walrus
( fie. 193.) is most generally known, has been
very wrongly applied,* since the animal it
denotes has not the least resemblance to acow:
the denomination of sea-elephant, which others
have given it is much better imagined, as it1s
founded on a singular and very apparent cha-
racter. Fhe walrus, like the elephant, has two
large ivory tusks which shoot from the upper
jaw ; and its head would entirely resemble that
of the elephant if it had a trunk ; the walrus,
Bowever, not only wants thatinstrument,which
serves the elephant as an arm and hand, but
it is deprived of the use of its arms and legs ;
thosemembers being, like those of the seal, shut
wp within the skin, so that nothing appears
outwardly but its hands and fect. Its body is
Tong and tapering, thickest towards the neck,
decrcasing by degrees, and is entirely covered
with a short hair. The fingers, or toes, of the
hands and feet, are covered with a membrane,

and

* Perhaps this name, as well as that of sea-calf, has been
given because the one and the other have a cry which very
mauch rcscm;h'ias the lowing of a cow and of a calf, 2psis (says
1"11.11?;'., speaking of the SCu—C;tli) 15 swpno mugitus, unde nomics,
tuli
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