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NATURAL HISTORY, 91

strong as tobite through the shaft of a javelin g

and although their hind legs appear crippled,

yet they move with such swiftness that it is very
difficult to come up with them.” TLe Guat

speaks of having seen a sea-cow, of a reddish

colour, near the Cape of Good Hope; ils
body was round and thick, ifs eyes full and
large, long tusks, and its muzzle was turned a
little upwards. A sailor assured him that this
animal, of which he only saw the fore part of
its body, the rest being in the water, had feet.
This sea-cow of le Guat’s, the sea-bear of
Spilsherg, and the sea-licn of Biervillas, scem
to be the same animal as the dugon, the head of
which was sent us fromthe isle of France, and
which, consequently, is {o be met with in the
southern seas, from the Cape of Good Hope
to the Philippine islands: as for the rest we
cannot affirm that this animal, which resem-
bles the walrus by its head and tusks, has, like
that, four feet. We only presume from ana-
logy, and the testimony of travellers, that they
have those members ; but as the analogy is not
very great, nor the testimonies of travellers
sufficiently precise to decide this point, we
shall suspend our judgment thercon till we arc
able to obtain better information.
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