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but from 2 more atlentive inspecticn, and par-
ticularly by dissection, we find that there isno
such unon, thu there are no vestiges of the
bones which form the thighs and legs, and that
the tail of the manati is composed of stple
isolated vertebrre, like those of cetaceous ani-
mals, who tave no feet.  Vherefore this ani-

mal partakes of the cetaceous mnafure in the
hinder parts of its body, and of a quadruped
by the two forc-feet, or hands, on each side of
the breast.  Oviedo seems to be the firsi au-
thor who has given any sort of history or des-
crintion of the manati; he says, < Thisis a
very clumsy and mishapen animal, baving the
head thicicer than that of an ox, with small
eyes, and {wo feet, or hands, placed nearthe
head, which serve him for the purpose of swim-
ming. Iie has no scales, but is covered with
a skin or rather a thick hide: heisa peaceable
animal, and feeds upon the herbage by the

river sides, which ke can reach without en-

tirely gquitting the water.  To take the manaty
they row themselves in a boaf, or on a raft, as
near the animal as possible, and then dart a
very strong arraw at him, to the end of which
a long cord s fastened : feeling himsclf
wounded he instantly swims away, or plunges
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