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94 BUFFON’S

to the boftom; but the cord has a cork, or
piece of wood, fastened to the end of it, which
serves as @ buoy, and directs them which way
he takes. 'When the animal begins to grow
weak through the loss of blood, he swims to-
wirds the shore; the cord is then wound up,
and the animal drawn within arm’s length of
the boat, wherethey dispatch him with spears,
&c. le is so heavy that he requires two oxen
to draw him. His flesh is exccllent eating,
1s much csteemed when fresh, but more so
when cut in pieces and pickled ; in which
state it acquires the flavour of the tunny fish.
Some of these animals measure more than
fiftecen feel in length by six in thickness;
the body becomes narrow towards the tail,,
and then spreads gradually broader towards
the end. He bas no external cars, but only
“two holes for the sense of hearing : his skin is
tough and hard,an inch thick, of an ash colour,
and hasa few scatlered hairs, or f)i'isi,lcs, on it.
The female has two paps on her breast, and
generally brings forth two young ones at a
time, which she suckles.”* All these facts
mentioned
* These paps are very prominent during the time of

gestation, and of suckling the young; but at other periods
they are discernible only by the nipple.
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