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mentioned hy Oviedo are true, and it is re-
markable that Uiega, and many others after
him, should aflinn, that the manati leaves the
water very often to feed upon land. They
have been led into this error, from the analogy
of the walrus and scals, which bhave this na-
tural habit ; buat it is certain, that the manati
never quits the water, and that he prefers fresh
wa'cr {o salt,

Clusius saw and measured theskin of one of
these animals, and found it sixteen feet and a
haif long, and seven feet and a hali broad ; the
two feet were very broad, and the claws short.
Gomara asserts, that he has sometimes met
with them twenty feet long; and adds, that
these animals frequent fresh-water rivers as
well as the sea.  Ile says, a young onc was
rearcd in a lake in the island of St. Domingo
for twenty-six years; that he wasso docileand
tame, that he came quictly for the food which
was offered to him ; that he was so intelligent
as to come out of the water when called, and
crawl to the house to receive his victuals ;3 that
he seemed delighted with thehuman voice ; that
he was fond of children, would suffer them to
sit upon his back, and carry them from oue
end of the lake to the other, without pluuging
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