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£6 BUFFON'S

them into the water ; and that be hiad no kind
of I”v;u‘. These circumsiances cannot all be
true ; some of them seem adapted fo the fable
of the doiphin related by the ancicnts, for th
manati cannot possibly crawl on the ;uo;md.

Herrere says little with regard to this ani-
mal, and oniy asserts, that although very large,
{he manati swims with such {acility, that hig
wiotion in {he water is not heard 5 and thathe
immediately dives to tie volionm, on heariug
any noise.

Vernandes, who has given two fienres of
the manati, onc in profile, and the other in
front, adds very liitle to what other Spanish
suthors had said of it; he only mentions that
ihere is a deformed beast called the manait
which inhabits the Atlantic and ‘Pacific
oceans : the descriptions of which he has
chiclly t'llx n from Oviedo; and then adds,
{hat the hands of this animal have five nails
Tike those of a man ; thatits navel { and anus ave
wide ; that the valva of thie female is hike that

of a woman, and the sexual organ of the male

fike that of aliorse; that the flesh and fat are
Viie those of a hogs that the ribs and viscera
~ve tike those ofa bull that they copulate on
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