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100 BUFFON'S

the muzzle to the tail: his head was very
thick, with a large mouth and lips, which were
turnished with coarse hairs; his eyes small
in proportion to his head ; and he had only
two holes in the sides instcad of ears : his
neck was very thick and short, and but for
the wrinkles occasioned by his motions, it
would be impossible to tell his head from his
body. Some authors pretend (he adds) that
this animal makes use of his hands, or fins, to
crawlupon land : I particularly endeavoured
to inform myself respecting this fact, but
tould not hear of any person who had scen
him out of water; and indecd, it is impossible
for hiwmto walk or crawl, since its fore-feet, or
hands, only serve the female tobold the young
while they suckle. The female has two round
breasts, which I measured ; they were each
seven inches in diameter, and about four in
their elevation : the nipple was about an inch
1hick ; the body was cight feet two 1aches in
circumference ; the tail was like a large bat-
tledore, about nincteen inches long, fiftcen
inches broad at the widest pert, and about
three inches thick at its extremity. The
skin on the back was about double the thick-
ness of an ox’s hide, but much thinner on the
belly ; it was of a slate colour and of very
coarse grain; the hairs, or bristles, were of
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