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NATURAL HISTORY. 101

the same colour as the skin, thinly scattered,

but very thick, and long. This animal

weighed about eight hundred pounds; and

with it the young one was taken, which was

nearly three feet long. A part of its tail was

roasted, the flesh of which was as good and as

delicate as veal. 'The herb upon which these

animals feed is about eight or ten incheslong,

narrow pointed, tender, and of a fine green

colour. This herb is so plenty in many places
on the coasts, that the bottom of the sea has
the appearance ofa verdant meadow, and upon
which the turtles also feed, &ec.” Father
Magnin de Fribonrg says, that the manati
feeds on snch grass on the shores, as it is abie
to reach without quitting the water ; that its
eyes axre not bigger than a filberd mut ; that its

ears are so narrow, that a needle can scarcely
be passed into them ; that within the ears are
found two small bones, which the Indians
wear about their necks; and that its cry re<
sembles the lowing of a cow.

‘(GGumilla states, that there are immense numni-
bers of manati in the Great lakes of Oronooko,
¢¢ Thesc animals (says he) weigh from five to
seven hundred pounds each ; they feed upon
grass ; their cyes are small, and the holes for
their ears still smaller. They pasture on the

sea
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