L e

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

102 BUFFON’S

sca shores when the river is low. The female
always brings forih {wo young ones, which
she carries at her paps, and grasps them so
strongly with her two hands that they cannot
fall off; the milk of the femiie is very ihick.
Under its thick skin, four beds, oy layers, are
met with, two of which are of tat, and the other
two of a very delicate and savoury flesh, whichy
when roasted, has the smeil of pork and the
taste of veal. 'These animals, when a storm
of rain approaches, leap ont of ‘he water o a
considerable height.”  Gumille secms to be
mistaken, as well as Teitre, in wsserting that
the female brings forth two young at a time,
since it is almost a certainty, 1s ha beenalready
observed, that she produces no more than one.
Upon tire whole, M. de Condamine, who
favoured us with a drawing, which he himself
made of ihe manati in the Amazon river,
speaks with greater precision than any other
author on the natural habits of this animal.
¢¢ Jts flesh and fat ¢(says he) have a great re-
semblance to veal. Father Acuna makes ifs
resemblance to the ox still more compleie, by
giving it horns, which Nature never provided.
It is not, properly speaking, amphibious, since
it cannot entirely leave the water, having only
two flat fins close to the head, about sixteen
inches
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