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M. Daubenton, he presumes that they are of
the same species. The testimony of travellers
also agrees with our opinion ; Dampier in par-
ticular speaks positively, and his observations
deserve a place in our history. ¢ It is not
only in Blewficld river, which springs between
the rivers Nicaraga and Veraga, that I have
seen the manati : I have also seen them in the
Bay of Campeachy, on the coast of Bocca dcl
Diago, and Bocca del Toro, in the river of
Darien, and in the small southern islands of
Cuba: I have heard it said that thereare a few
found on tlie north of Jamaica, and many in
Surinam river, which is a very low country.
I have likewise scen them at Mindanea, one of
the Philippine islands, and on the coast of New
Holland. This animal is fond of brackish
water, therefore he most commonly inhabits
those rivers which border on the sea.  This is
possibly the reason why we never meet with
any in the South Scas, where the coast is gene-
rally high, and the water very deep near fand,
except in the Bay of Panama; but even there

{he manati is not to be met with ; but the

West-Indies being, as it were, a great bay

composed of a number of small ones, arc ge-

nerally low land and shallow water, and con-

sequently afford a food which is agrecable to

the manati. T'hey are sometimes seen in salt

water,
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