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122 BUFFON’S
only to assist his memory, and because e af-
terwards weakly regarded those general names
as realities ; in short, because he has endea~
voured to comprehend, under the same deno-
minations, very different animals, and which
necessarily required other appellations. 1 can
give bolh example and proof, without swerva
ing from the class of quadrupeds, which, of all
animals, are those best known to man,and té
which he was, consequently, the best enabled
to give the most precise denominafions, -+
The name of quadruped sapposes an animal
with four fect. 1f it be deficient in two, like
the manati; if it have handsand arms like the
ape; or if it have wings like the bat ; it is not
a quadruped : therefore this general denomi-
nation is crroncous when applied to either of
those animals. In order to speak with pre-
cision, there should be truth in the ideas which
the words represent ; for instance, let us find a
word 1o convey a perfect idea of an a:imak
with two hands ; if we had a term to denote a
two-handed animal, as well as one with two
feet, we might then say, that man aloneisbiped
and bimanous, becanse he alone has two hands
and two feet 5 that the manati is only biman-
ous ; that thebat is only abiped ; and (he ape
a quadrimanous, or four-handed animal, Let
us
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