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NATURAY, HISTORY. 1925

ferret, porcapine, hedge hog, armadillo, ant-
caters,and hog,which last constitutes the shade
betweendigitated and cloven-footed tribes,add
movre ‘than forty other species, to which the
nameof quadruped alsoappliesinallthe vigonr
of its acceptation; hecausc, theuch their fore-
feetare divided into four or five toes, they never
usc them as hands ; but all theother digitated
species who use their fore-feet to. hold and
“carry food to their mouths, are not, in strict
propriety, quadrupeds. Those species, which
~arealso forty in nwmber, form an intermediate
classbetween quadrapeds and four-handed ani-
mals, and are in fact neither one nor the
other. Therefore, to more than a fourth of
our animals, the name of quadruped does not
apply ; and with more than one half it does
not acree in all the extent of its acceptation.
The four-handed animals fill up the areat
chasm between the quadruped and the hwman
species.  'The two handed are in the distaiice
between man and the cefaceous tribes. 'I'he
bipeds with wings are the shade between qua-
drupeds and birds ; and the digitated specics
who use their fore-fect as hands, fill up all -the
degrees between the quadrupeds and the four-
handed kinds. But this subjeet is too extensive
to be here pursued ; however useful it might
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