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quires the greatest and nicest discernment to

choose the true and direct path? This pah,
however, is not beyond the depth of the hu

ma mind ; and by this only sure and soliti

method he arrives at the destined point of

view; but if he seeks another point, it cart

only be obtained by another line. The train

of our ideas is a. delicate thread, which only ex

tends in length 'without any other dimensions;

while Nature, on the contrary, does not take

a single step, without extending on all sides,

and passing at once Ibrough the three diruen

sions of length, bread.h arid thickness ; while

man aUainis but one sinlc pOInt, she embraces

all, and penetrates into every part of a solid

mass. By the power of art, and length of

time, our statuaries form a figure which ex

ternally resembles the object proposed ; each

point of this surface requires a thousand com

binations. Their genius travels over as many

]'Lines as there are lineaments in the figure, and

the least false step would deform it. This

piece of marble, so perfectly executed that

it seems to breathe, is, therefore, only a mul

titude of points to which the artist arrives by

labour and time ; for human genius being

unable to seize more than one dimension at a

iflC, aii(l our senses reaching no further than

surfiices..
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