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198 . BUFFON’s

surfaces, we cannot penetrate {])e subslanée ;
while, Nature, on the contrary, desions and
enters into the depth of things ;5 ghe produces
forms almost instantaneously ; she at once ex-
pands them in all their dimensions ;-as'soon ag
her movements reach the -surface, the pene-
trating powers with which she is aninated,
operate internally.  The smallest. atom, when
she chooses to make use of it, is obliged to obey
her will.  Her actions, thercfore, extend over
all; shetravels above, below, to the right and
left, and consequently, she not only ecncom-
passes the surface, but every particle of the
mass. What difference there consequently is
in theresult? 'What comparison can be made
between a statue and an organised body ? But
also what inequality in their powers, and
Low disproportioned the instruments! Man
can only make use of the power he possesses.
Confined 1o a small quantity of motion,
which he can only communicate by impul-
sion, he can only exert himself upon sur-
faces ; since the power of impulsion in gene-
ral is only transmitted by superficial con-
tact. Ilc only sees and touches, therefore, the
surfaces of bodies, and when he attempts to
procecd further, though he opens, divides, and
separates, he still touches nothing more than
surfaces.
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