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BUFFONS

on with the balance in one. hand, and the corn..

pass in the other, and has measured both time

and space. Thus, he has rcëognized all the

exterior parts ofNat Lire's works, but not being
able to penetrate her internal parts by his

senses, he has drawn his conclusions and form

ed a judgment of them by analogy and com

parison. He. discovered that there exists a

general force in matter, quite different from

that of impulsion; a force which does not come

within the compass of our senses, and which,

though we are unable to make use of, Nature

employs as an universal agent. He has de

monstrated, that this force belongs equally to

all matter, in proportion to its mass or real

quantity ; that its action extends to immense

distances, decreasing as the space augments.

Afterwards,turninghis eyesuponliving beings,

he found, that heat was another force neces

sary to their production; that light was a

matter endowed with an unbounded e1asticiy

and activity; that the formation and expan

sion of organized beings were the effects of a

combination of all these forces; that the ex

tension and growth of animal or vegetable

bodies, follow exactly the laws of attraction,

and are effected by an increase of all three

dimensions at the same time; and that a

mould,.
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