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substances by which it is. nourished; that

growth is an effect of this assimilation, that

the unibiding of a living body is not a simple

augmentation of bulk, but an extension in.

every dimension, and a penetration of new

matter into every part ofthe whole mass; that

those parts increasing in proportion to the

whole, and the whole in proportion to the

parts, t 1e form is preserved, and remains a!

ways the same till the growth is completed ;

that when the body has acquired all its ex

tent, the same matter heretofore employed iii

the augmentation, is sent buck as superfluous

from every part to which it had been assimi

lated ; and that, by uniting in one common

-point, it formsa new being, perfectly like the

first, and which to attain the same dimensions,

requires only to b& expanded by the same

mode of nutrition, lie also observed that

man, quadrupeds, cetaceous animals, birds,

reptiles, insects, trees, plants, and herbs, were

all nourishcd, unfolded, and reproduced by

the same universal law ; and that the manner

of their nutrition and generation appearing so

different, although dependent on one general

and common cause, was because it could not

operate but in a mode relative to the form of

each particular species of being. To acquire

these grand<truths, required a succession of


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


