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NATURAL HISTORY.

ages, and gradual investigation, but having
obtained so much ,he began to compare different

objects together; and to distinguish one from

the other, he gave them particular names, and

invented general denominations to reunite

them under one point of view, lie observed,

by taking the body of man as the physical

mode! of every living animal, and by compar

ing and examining every living animal in their

several parts, that the form of every thing that

breathes is nearly the same ; that the tip-atom V

of a man and art ape are similar ; that every
animal has the same organizatión, the same

senses, the same visccfa, the same bones, the

same flesh, thesarnemotion of the fluids, and

the same action in the solids. In all of them

be has found aiieart, veins, and'arteries ; the

same organs of circulation, respiration, diges

tion, nutrition, afl('l secretion ; the same solid

structure, crecod with the same materials, and

put together nearly in the same manner.

This plan he found to proceed uniformly from

mankind to the monkey, from the monkey

to quadrupeds, from quadrupeds to the ceta

ceous animals, and so on to birds, fish, and

reptiles. This plan, I say, when well com

prehended by the human understanding,




ex

hibits a faithful picture of animated nature,

?d affords the most simple and general view

under
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