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under whicli she can possibly be considered -
and when we extend it by passing from the
animal (o the vegetable, we shall fiud this plan,
which weat first found varying only by shades,
degenerate by degrees from reptiles to insects,
{from insccts to worms, from worms to zoo-
phytes, and from zoophytes to plan(s; and
though changed 1n all its exterior parts, ne-
verthcless, still preserving thesame character ;
the principal features of which are nutrition,
expansion, and reproduction. Thése features
are general and common to every organized
substance, they are eternal and divine ; and,
far from being effaced or destroyed by time,
are only renewed and rendered more plain.and

evident. . . S
If, from this great picture of rescmblanees,
in which the living  universe presents itself, as
but one. family,.we pass to that of the differ-
ences, wherein cach species claims a scparate
place, and adistirict portrait, we shall perceive,
that excepting some of the larger s; ecies, such
as the elephant, the rhinoceros, the hippopa-
tamus, the tiger, and the lion,every ot-her'sccnls,
{o unite with its neighbouring kind, and to
.-_j'urrn groupes of degraded similitudes, or gene-
ra, which oar nomenclators have represented in
a network.of figures, somc of which are con-
'nccted_ by the fect, and others by the tecth,
fiorns,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


