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of its parents, and while they are attending to
the care of the body, they cultivate the mind.
The time required to strengthen the first, turns
to the profit of the latter. In the generality
of animals the corporeal faculties are more ad-
vanced in two months than those of an infant
in two years ; there is, therefore, twelve times
as much time employed in its individual edu-
cation, without reckoning what is still remain-
ing to acquire after this period, without con-
sidering that animals quit their young as soon
as they arc able to provide for themsclves, and
that soon afler this separation they know cach
other no more, so that all attachment, and ail
education, ccases in them at the very moment
assistance is no longer necessary. Now this
time of education being so short, its effects
must be very small ; and it is even astonish-
ing that animals acquire in two months what-
ever is necessary for their use during the rest
of life : and if we suppose a child, in an equal
space of time, should become sufficiently form-
ed and strong to leave its parents, and never to
return to them for assistance, would there be
any sensible difference between this child and
the l;rute animal? However ingeniousand able
the parents were, could they be able to prepare
?nd modify ils organs in so short a space of

{ime, or to establish the lcast communication
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