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NATURAL HISTORY. 141

of thought between their minds and his ? Could
they be able to excite his memory by impres-
sions sufficiently reiterated 2 Could they even
modify or unfold theiro rgans of speech? No,
for before the child can pronounce a single
word his car must have received repeated im-
pressions of the sound expressing that word ;
and, before he can be able to apply or pro-
nounce it properly, the same combination of
the word, and the object to which it belongs,
must be frequently presented to him. Educa-
tion, therefore, which alone can expand the
powers of the mind, will be unremittingly
continued for a length of time; if it should
cease, not at the end of two months, as in ani-
mals, but even when twelve months old, the
mind of the child, which could have received
no impression, would remain inactive, like
that of an idiot, the defect of whose organs
prevents the reception of knowledge. This
reasoning would apply with double force if we
suppose the child born in a pure state of na-
ture, if it had only a Hotientot mother for its
tutoress, and that at the age of two months it
was able to separate from her, and live with-
out her care and assistance :—would not this
child be worse than an idiot, and entircly on a
?ar with the brutes 2 Bat in this sfate of na-
‘o tare,
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