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one of the most stupid animals in Nthirc

With respect to the ape, with. a view to ascer

tain whose nature we have gone into this in

vestigation, whatever resemblance lie may bear

to man, yet his affinity to the brutes is evident

from the moment of his birth ; lie is then

proportionably stronger, and more completely

formed than the infant, and the time of his

growth bears no comparison; the assistance of

his mother is only necessary during a few

months; his education is purely individual,

and consequently as sterile as that of other

animals.

The ape, hercforc, notwithstanding his re

semblance to the human form, is a brute, and

so far from being seconçl in our species, he is

not even the first inthe order ofanimals, because

he is not the most intelligent among them ;

therefore it is only on account of the corporeal

Tesemblance that prejudice has been formed in

favour of the great faculties of the ape. He

resembles man it, is said both externally and

internally, and therefore he must not only

imitate us, but also of his own accord, act in

ilie same manner as we do. We have seen that

every action which we call human is relative to

.society : that they depend, at first on the mind,

nd afterwards on education> the physical

prin-ciple
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