
NATURAL HISTORY. 151

and at the same time gives such a description

of him, that it is impossible to decide whether

he is a brute or human being. We must, how

ever, remark, that, according to Linnus, this

being, whatever lie may be, is not above half

the height ofa man; and as Bontius makes no

mention of the size of his orang-outang, we

should imaginethem to be the same : but, then,

this animal of Liimnus and Bontius would not

be the true orang-outang, which is of time size

a very tall maì : neither can lie be what we

Call the Joclw, which I have seen alive for

aluiouo'h he was of the same size as that de

.scribed by iiiinaus, yet lie differed in every

other character. I can affirm, from having re-other

seen him, that lie neither spake nor

expressed himselfbya whistling noise, and that

lie did not perform a single thing which a

well instructed dog could not perform: lie

.differed in almost every respect from the de

scription which Linnus gives of the orang

oiitang', and agreed much better with that of

the satjpus of the same author. I therefore

greatly doubt the truth of the description of

this noCiUrn(1i man; I even doubt his existence;

and it was probably a white negro, a CYzacre

Lis, whom those travellers, which Linneus

has quoted, have but superficially seen, and as

blindly described, for the Chacrchis, like the

nocturnal
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