http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 153

physician, who lived in Africa, in which it is
asserted, that there is found in (Guineca a large
ape, called barris, which walks erect on its
two feet, has an appearance of meove gravity
and sagacity than any of the other specics, and
has a very strong inclination for women. Par-
cos, Nieremberg, and Dapper, speak ncarly
the same of the barris.  Battel calls it pongo,
and assures us, ¢ that, excepting his size, he
is exactly like a man in all his proportions;
but he is as tall as a giant; his face is like
that of a man, hiseycs deep sunk in the head,
and the hair on his brows extremely long;
his visage 1s without hair, as are also his ears
and hands; his body is liehtly covered with
hair. He scarcely difters from man, except
not having anycalf tohislegs ; yet he always
walks on his hind legs : he sleeps under trees,
and builds himself a shelter against the sun
and the rains. He lives only upon nuts and
fruits, and is no way carnivorous: he cannot
speak, and has no more understanding than
any other animal of the brute creation. VW hen
the people of the country travel in the woods
they make fires by which they sleep in the
night, and being gone, in the morning this ani-
mal comes and sits by it until it goes out, but
he has not skill enough to keep the flame alive
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