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From this exaniiaation, which I have made
with all theexactness I am capable of, we may
form a tolerably correct judgment of this ani-
mal. Ifthere were a step by which we could
descend from human nature to that of the
brutes, and if the essence of this nature con-
sisted entirely in the form of thebody, and de-
pended on its organization, the orang-outang
would approach nearer to man than to any
other animal. Seated in the second rank of
beings, if it could not command in the first, it
would at least make others feel its superiority.
If the principle of imitation, by which he seems
so closely to copy the actions of man, were a
result of thought or reason, this ape would
be at a still greater distance from the brute spe-
cies, and nearer the human ; but, as we have
observed, the interval which separates them
is not trifling, and the resemblance in form,
conformity of organization, and motions of
imitation, which seem to result from those si-
militudes, neither bring it nearer the nature of
man, nor raise it above that of the brutes.

Distinctive Charaiers of this Species.
The orang-outang has no pouches on the
sides of the jaws, no tail, nor any callosities
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