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184 BUFFON'S

fornt than what this author asserfs. We have
thesamercasons for applying Prosper;’i]pinus’s
fizure and description to the pithecos, rather
than to themagot.  He asserts, that the small
ape without a tail, which he saw in Eegypt,
was sooncr and more easily tamed, and more
sagacious, lively, and diverting, than those of
any other kind. This plainly distinguishes it
from the magot, which is a filthy, sullen, vici-
ous, untractableanimal, and is never fully tam-
ed, so that the characters given by Prosper
Alpinus to hisape without a tail, do not agree
in any respect with the Barbary ape, and can
beleng 1o no other animal than the pithecos.

Distinctive Characters of this Species.®

The pithecos, or pigmy, has no tail; his
canine teeth are not proportionably larger than
those of mon ; his face is flat, as are likewise
hisnails,which are rounded atthe top like those
of the human species 3 he walks erect, is about
a foot and a halt high, snd of n gentle and trace
table dispuosition. The an’ients assert that the
femaleis subject toa pericdienl emanation, and
analogy leaves us no reason to doubt the fact.

THE

# This ape is about the size of a cat, of an olive brown
above,and yellowish beneath.  Pennant. :
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