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NATURATY, HISTORY. 195

of sallying forth to commit their depredations
on the neighbouring vineyerdsor orchards.
Of these animals Kolbe speaks in the fol-
lowing terms :—*¢¢ The baboons are ex{remely
fond of grapes, apples, and ripe fruit; they
assemble together in great numbers, and pro-
ceed on their enferprize with previous delibe-
ration. The dogs who are set to watch do
not easily conquer them, unless rendered inac-
tive by excess in catling, as they are extreme-
1y agile, and make dexterous use of their teeth
and claws. On these occasions a part of them
enter the inclosure, while some of the compa-
ny stand on the wall as centinels ; the rest are
stationed without, at a small distance from
cach other, and thus form a line, which extends
from the inclosure to their place of rendezvous,
which is generally in some craggy mountain.
Everything being thus disposed the plunderers
within the otchard begin their operations, and
throw the fruit of all sorts to them without as
fast as they can gather it ; or if the wall or
hedge be veryhigh, then to those that sit at the
top, who, with great address, toss it to those
below ; and thus the fruit is pitched from one
to another all along the line, tillit is safely de-
posited at their head-quarters. They are so
dexterous and quick-sighted that they seldom

suffer it to fall ; and while the business is going
forward,
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