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which is the most essential chara cter,and whick
alone will decide whether this diana belong to
the sapajon or monkey genus, and of course,
whether it be found in the Old or New Con-
tinent. |

Idependently of this variety, the characters

of which are very apparent, there arc other
varietics, though less striking, in the species
of the coaita. That described by Brisson had
whitish hair on all the lower parts of the body,
while those which we have seen were entirely
black, and had but very little hair on those
parts, the skin being plainly seen, which was
also ofa black colour. One of the two coaitas
spoken of by Mr. Edwards was black, and the
other brown : they are termed, says he, spider
monkeys, on account of their tail and limbs
being so very long and slender.

Some yearsago a coaita was presented to me
by the name of chameck, which I was informed
came from the coast of Peru. Ihadit measured,
and made a description of it, in order to com-
pareit with that which M. Daubenton had given
ofthe coaita, and immediately discovered that
this chameck of Peru, a few varieties except-
ed, isthe same animal as the coaita of Guiana.

The sapajous are very sagacious and dex-
terous : they goin companies, and mutually

‘warn.
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