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earn and assist each other. Their tail serves

them exactly like a fifth hand; and they seem.

even toeinploy that more than either their hands

or feet. Nature by this addition seems to have

recompensed them for the want of a thumb.

it is asserted that they catch fish with this long

tail, and which does not appear incredible, fo?

we have seen one of our coaita's lay hold of t

squirrel, which had been put. into the same

apartment, with his tail, and drag him out.*

Russel, in his History of Jamaica, speaking of

this animal, says, "this creature has no more

than four fingers to each of its fore paws : but

the top of the üiil is smooth underneath, and

on this it depends for its chief actions, for the

creature holds every thuiigby it, and flings it

self with the greatest ease from every tree and

branch by its means. It is a native of the

main continent, and a part of the ibod of the

Indians." 'ri have the address to break the

shell of the oysters, in order to cat them; and

it is certain that many of them suspend them

selves to the tail of each other, either to pass
over a brook, or to swing froth one tree 1°

another. The females bring forth only one or

two young ones at a time, which they always

carry on their backs. They feed upon fish,

worms, and insects, but fruit is (heir common

too 1,,
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