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NATURAL HISTORY. AR ¢

of the land-bear are shaped like the human
hand. From the assertion of several travellers
we also undersiand, that the former of these
bears are much larger than the latter ; Gerard
de Veira says, that the skin of one which he
killed measured twenty-three feet in length,
which is three times the length of a common
bear. In the collection of Voyages to the
North it is stated that thesebears are larger and
more ferocious than those of our parts ; butin
the same work it is said, that although they
are of a different shape, their eads and necks
being much longer, and their bodies more
slender, yet they are nearly of the same size
with the others.

It is generally adinitted by travellers thatthe
heads of these sea-bears are so hard that a blow
which would fell an ox does not stun them,
and that their voice is more like the barking
of a dog' than that of a common bear. Ro-
bert Lade says, that he killed two sea-bears
near the river Rupper of a prodigious size,
which were so ferocious that they attacked
the hunters, wounded two Englishmen, and
killed several savages. It is mentioned in the
third Dutch Voyage to the North, that a sea-
bear was killed by the sailors on the coast of
Nova Zembla, whose skin was thirteen fect

long.
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