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NATURAY HISTORY. 275

3. THE TOLAT.

THIS animal, which is very common in the
country which borders on the Lake Baikal, in
Tartary, is a little larger than a rabbit, which
it resembles in figure, colour of the hair, taste
of the flesh, and in the habit of hurrowing in
the earth to conceal iiself. Their internal
structure is also the same, and they diifer cnly
in the tail, which is considerably longer than
that of the rabbit; it, therefore, scemns very
probable that it does wot really constitute a
different species, but is only a varicty in that
of the rabbit. Rubruquis, speaking of the
animals of Tartary, says, ¢ There are rabbits -
with long tails, which bave black and white
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hairs at the end. There are no stags, few

hares, many gazelles, &ec.” This passage

scems to indicate that our short-tailed rabbit
is not to be met with in Tartary, or rather
that it has undergone some variations in that
climate, and especially in the length of the
tail; for as the tolai resembles the rabbit in
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