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he had scen thisspecies in Spain, before his de-
parture for America. What furlher proves it
to be so is, that this animal had no American
name, and Fernandes, in order to give it one,
borrowed that of xoloitzcuintli, which is the
name of the Mexican wolf. Thus of three spe-
cies or varieties of American dogs, there only
remain {wo, which are indiscriminately cal-
led by the name of alco ; for independently of
the fat alco, which served asa lap dog for the
Peruvian ladies, there was a lean and melan-
choly alco, used for the purpose of hunting,
and it is not impossible that these animals,
though very different to all appearance from
that of our dogs, neverthcless spring from the
same stock. The Lapland, Siberian, and
Iceland dogs, may, like the wolves and foxes,
have passed from one continent to the other,
and afterwards degenerated by the influence of
climate and a domestic state. 'The first alco,
with a short neck, approaches the Iceland
dog ; and the techichi of New Spain, is
probably the same animal as the koupara, or
crab dog of Guinea, which resembles the
fox in its shape and the jackal in its hair.

He is denominated the crab-dog, because he
principally feeds upon crabs and other crusta-

ceous animals. I have only seen a skin ofoné

of these Guiana animals, and I am unable to

' decide
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