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504 BUFFON’S

18. THE TUCAN.

-

FERNANDES cives the name of Tucan to
an animal of New Spain, whose natural habits
approach nearer to that of the mole than to
any other animal. It appears to meto be the
same animal as that described by Seba, by the
name of the American red mole; at least the
descriptions given by these two authors agree
safliciently to admit such a presumption. The
tucan is perhaps a little larger than our mole ;
tike that it is flatand fleshy, and has such short
legs, that its beliy touches the ground. The
tail is short, its ears small and round ; and its
eycs so very small, that they are, in a manner
of speaking, useless. But it differs from the
mole in the colour of its hair, which isof a red-
dish yeliow ; and by the number of toes, having
only three to the fore-feet, and four to thosc
bebind, whercas the mole has five toes on each
foot. It scems still farther to differ from the
mole by its flesh being good to eat; and in not

having

.
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