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St BUFFON'S

the dog and the fox, but he has much more
affinity to the opossums, than whom, however,
Le is much larger, and the female does not
carry her young in a pouch under her belly ;
thercfore the crab-caterappears to be a different
specics, from any animal heretofore described.
There is a skin of one of these animals pre-
served in the royal cabinet, which when trans-
mitted {o us was very young; it was a male,
and measured from the nose to the origin of
the tail seventeen inches ; the tail rather inore
than fiftcen inches and a half; and which was
of agreyish colour, scaly, and naked, gradually
tapering to the point. e was about six inches
and a half high. He was very short, and at
a distance much resembled a terrier, his head
being considerably like that of a dog. His
eyes were small, the edges of the eye-brows
black, and above the eyes there are hairs more
than an inch long: he has similar hairs near
his ears, and his whiskers were an inch and a
half long, and black. He hada large crook-
cd canine tooth on cach side the upper jaw,
which reached below the under. Hiscars were
brown, naked, and round at the ends. His
hair on the body woolly, of a dirty white at
the bottom, and dark brown at the ends, which
is intermixed with long coarse black hairs ;
the
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