
NATURAL HISTORY. 01 lI

the latter increase in length upon the thighs

and spine of the back, u poi the last of which

they are so long as to form a kind of mane

from the middle of it to the tail. On the sides

and belly the hair is of a yellowish white, in

dining more to yellowon the shoulders, thighs,

neck, breast and head, mixed ii some places

with brown; and the legs and feet of a blackish

brown. There are five toes on each foot;

they are a little bent like those of a rat, the

thumb alone being straight ; the latter oil the

hind feet. is broad, thick, and at a distance

from the toes, as in apes, but on the fore-feet

it is not separate from them ; and the hiunib

nails are flat, while those on the other toes

are crooked, and extend beyond the points.

I have been assured by M. de la Borde

that these animals are very common iii the

marshy places at Cayenne, and of \vhlom he

speaks in the following terms : " These ani

mals are very dexterous in climbing trees, upon

which they remain much lunger than upon

the ground, especially in day-time. They have

very fine teeth, and defend themselves from the

iogs. Their principal food is crabs, and yet

they are always fat. If they cu;not get the

crabs out of the holes with their feet, Owir then

make use of their tails, as a kind of hook; but

the
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