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DR g BUFFON’S

MADAGASCAR RAT.

Wi have seen a figure of a small animal
irom Madagascar, which was taken from one
alive in the possession of the Countess of Mar-
san. To me it seemed to approach ncurer the
species of the palm-squirrel than that of the
rat; I was assured that jt frequented the
palm-trees; but I bhave not been able to pro-
cure further information concerning this ani-
mal. From its claws not projecting we may
infer that it constitutes a species different from
that of the rat, and approaches neaxer to that
of the palm-squirrel. The Dutch voyagers
mention rats on the south-west coast of Mada-
gascar, which they say live in the palm-trees,
and ecat the dates, and describe them to have
long bodies, sharp muzzles, short legs, and
long spotted tails; which characters so per-
fectly agree with those in the animal whick
we are now speaking of, that we are induced
to consider them as the same species.
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