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NATURAL 11STORY. 815

“The one which the Countess of Marsan had,
Jived several years; it was extremely brisk in
its movements,and its cry was nearly similar to
that of the squirrel, but weaker. Its manners
were also like the squirrel, for it carried its
feod to its mouth with its fore-paws, and
erected its tail; but it could never be tamed ;
it wonld bite desperately : it was fed with
fruits and almonds; it only came out of its
cage at night, and it felt no inconvenience
from our winters, being kept in a chamber

with a small fire.

O THE DEGENERATION OF ANIMALS.

WHEN man began to disperse himself from
climate to climate, his nature underwent seve-
ral alterations; in the temperate countries,
which we suppose to be near where he was
originally produced, these alterations were hut
slight ; but they increased in proportion as the
distance was greater ; and after many centuries
had passed away, after confinents had been

” traversed,
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