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substance, the men who feed on them must

undergo greater changes. These impressions

are not suddenly made. Time is required for

man to receive the tincture of the atmosphere,

and still more for the earth to transmit its qua

lities to him. Ages, joined to a constant use

of the same nutriment, is necessary to influence

the form of the features, the size of the body,

the substance of the hair, and to produce those

internal alterations which, being afterwards

perpetuated by generation, have become the

general and constant characters, by which

the races, and even the different. nations, which

compose the human race, are distinguished.

In brute animals these effects are quicker

and greater; for, partaking more of the nature

of the soil than man, and their food being

more uniform and unprepared, the quality is

more decisive, and, consequently, its influence

stronger; and because as the animals cannot

clothe nor shelter themselves, nor make use of

the element of fire, they remain constantly' ex

posed to the impressions of the air, and in

clemencies of the climate. For this reason

every animal has chosen its zone and country

according to its nature; for the same reason

they remain there, and instead of extending or

dispersing themselves, like the human rare,
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