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NATURAL HISTORY. 923

and their relations, when viewed in defail, will
present a picture, in the foreground of which
we shall see Nature such as she is at present,
and in the distant perspeetive what she was
before her degradation.

Let us compare our sheep with the muflon,
from whom they spring. This last, large and
swift as a stag, armed with defensive horns
and hoofs, and covered with a rough hair,
dreads neither the inclemency of the sky, nor
the voracity of the wolf. He not only escapes
his enemies by his swiftness, but can even stand
against them by the strength of his body, and
the solidity of the weapons with which his
head and feet arc furnished. What a differ-
ence from our sheep, who scarcely have any
power to subsist in flocks, and who cannot
defend themselves even by numbers ; who are
unable to withstand the rigors of our winters
without shelter, and who would all perish if
it were not for the carc and protection of
man? In the hotfest climates of Africa and
Asia, the muflon, who is the coramon father
of all the races of sheep, seems to have suffer-
cd less degeneration than in any other coun-
try ; for, though reduced to a domestic state,
he has preserved his stature and his hair, and
has only suffered a loss in the size of his wea-
pons. The sheep of Senegal and India are
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