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330 BLUFFON'S

amusement, and whosc numbers are so greai,
that there-1s not a town or village where a
number of tamilies might not be fed with the
aliments consumed by these animals.

The domestic state has gready contributed
to vary the colour of animals, which was ori-
ginally, in all, cither brown or black. The
dog, the ox, the goat, the sheep, and the horse,
have imbibed all kinds of celours.  The hog
has changed from black to white; and purxe
white, without any spot, seems to mark the
last degree of degeneration, and which 1s com-
monly accompanied with imperfections or es-
sential defucts. In the race of white men,
those who are remarkably so, and whose hair
beard, and cyc-brows, are while, are often deaf,
and also have red and weak eyes.  In the black
race, the fairest negroes are of a nature still
more weak and defective.  All those animals
which are absolutely white have the defects of
being hard of heaving and having red ecyes.
This kind of degeneration, though more com-
mon in domestic animals, is sometimes seen
in the wilr_}‘ species 5 as in the elephant, stag,
fallow-deer, monkies, moles, and mice, in all
of which this colour is always accompanicd
with cither a greater ora less weakness of body
and dulness of sensation.
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