
338 I3UFFON'S

same, its skin only becomingrather whiter du

ring the winter in very cold climates, but it

resumes its natural colour in summer, which

only varies from a fallow to a reddish hue.

The qualities of the flesh vary also, for the red

hares are always the best eating. But the rab

bit, though not of so flexible a nature as the

hare,being less diffused,and seemingly confined

to particular countries, is, nevertheless, subject

to more variations; because the hare is in every

part ofthe 'world wild, whereas the rabbit is al

most every where half domesticated. The wild

rabbits havevaried in their colours, from fallow

to white or black; they havealso varied in size,

and in the quantity and quality of their fur.

This animal, which is originally a native of

Spain, has acquired a long tail in Tartary, and

a thick bushy coat in Syria. Black hares are

often found in cold countries. It is asserted also

that in Norway, and some other northern re

gions, there are hares 'with horns. Klein has

given figures of two of these horned hares. It is

easily seen, from an inspection ofthese figures,

that the horns resemble those of the roebuck.

This variety, if it exist, is only individual, and

probably appears in those places alone where

the hare cannot meet with grass, and is obliged

to feed on the bark, buds, and leaves of trees.

The elk, whose species i, confined to the

northern
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