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NATURAL HISTORY. 399 .

northern part of the two continents, is anly less
.in America than in Europe, and we see by the
cnormous horns found under the ground in
Canada, Russia, Siberia, &c. that these animals
were formerly much larger than they are at pre-
sent. This difference of size proceeded perhaps
zom the perfect tranquillity which theyenjoyed
in the forests ; and, not being disturbed by the
buman species, which had not at that time pe-
netrated into those climates, they were at liberty
to chuse their residencein those spots where the
air, soil, and water agreed best with their con-
stitulions. Therein-deer, which the Laplanders
have rendered domestic, is, on this account,
more changed than the elk, which has not yet
been reduced toslavery. The wild rein-deer are
larger, stronger, and their hair is blacker than
the domestic kind : the last have varied in the
colour of their hair, and also in the size of their
horns. The lichen, or the rein-deer liverwort,
constitutes the principal food of these animals,,
and scems, Dy its quality, to contribute greatly
to the nutritive growth of the horns, which are
proportionally larger in the rein-deer than in
any other species; and it is, perhaps,thissame
nutriment whichin this climate produces horas
on the head of the hare, in the same manner as
it does upon that of the female rein-deer ; for

in every other climate, there are no horned
hares,
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