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bardeau, might sometimes be attended with
success, though not often. That the he-mule
would produce with the mare with greater
certain'y than with the she-ass, and the male-
bardeau with more certainty with the she-ass
than with the mare; and that the horse and
he-ass might possibly produce with both the
she-mules, but that the ass would be more suc-
cessful than the horse. These experiments
should be made in a country at least as warm
as the south of France; and the age of the
mules should be seven, the horses five, and the
asses four years, because those different periods
are necessary before those three animalsacquire
their full vigour.

These then are the analogical reasons on
which the above presumptions are founded.
In the common course of nature, it is not the
males but the females which constitute the
unity of species. Weknow from the example
of the sheep, which propagate alike with the
ram, or the goat, that the female has much
more influence than the male, on the specific
qualities of the production, since the only
issue from these two different males are lambs,
that is, individuals which have a specific re-
semblance to the mother. Thus the mule re-
sembles the mare more than she does the ass,
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