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350 BUFFON’S

stances, especially when brought a degree
nearer their original sjecies.

The mule, produced by the horse and the
ass, has its organs of generation as complete as
other animals; nothing seems wanting cither
in the male or femalc. "The inales have a great
plenty of seminal liquor; and being never
suffered to copulate, they are often so pressed
for a discharge, that they frequently rest upon
their bellies for that purpose. These animals
are, therefore, provided with every thing ne-
cessary for the purpose of generation : they
are even very ardent, and consequently, very
indifferent in their choice. The males have
nearly an equal vehement desire for the female
mule, the she-ass, and the mare. There is,
therefore, no difficully in procuring the co-
pulation, though it requires particular atten-
tion and care to render it prolific. A too
strong ardour is often attended with sterility ;
and the female mule is at least as ardent as
the she-ass. Now it is known that the lat{er
rejects the seminal liquor. of the male, and
that to make her retain it, blows must be
given, or cold water thrown over her crupper,
to calm the convulsive emotions of desire
which subsist after copulation, and which oc-
casion this rejection. The she-ass, and the
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