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NATURAL HISTORY. 51

female mule, therefore, incline to sterility by
their over-heat. The asses incline to it from
another cause; for asthey are originally natives
of hot climates, cold opposes their generation,
and this 1s the reason they areallowed (o couple
in summer only. If their union is permitted
atany other time, and particularly in winter,
it is seldom attended with impregnation. The
season necessary to the success of their genera-
tion is as much so for the preservation of their
production. If the young ass is not brought
forth in warm weather it either languishes or
dies; and as the time of the gestation with
the ass is only once a year, she produces at the
season she conceives : this sufficiently proves
how necessary warmth is, not only for the fe-
cundity but also for the life of these animals,
This strong ardour of the female is the occasion
of the male being given her almost immediately
after she has brought forth, for she is seldom
suffered to rest above seven or eight days be-
tween her delivery and copulation ; weakened
by the birth she is then less ardent, and from
there not having been a sufficient interval al-
lowed to strengthen the parts, the conception
is more certain than when she is in full vigour.
It is pretended, that in this specics, as in that
of the cat, the temperament of the female is
more ardent than that of the male. However
the
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