
the he-ass is a great example of vigour, for he

can cover females several times each (lay suc

cessively. He has been known to indulge his

passions to so great an excess, as to die on the

spot, after eleven or twelve rcitcracd efforts,

almost without interval, and without refresh

inent, except a few draughts of water. This

heat, which consumes the animal, is too strong

to be lasting; the he-ass soon becomes unfit

for service, and this, probably, is the reason of

its being said the female is stronger and longer

lived than the male, it is certain, that with

the proper care and management we have laid

down, she will live lhirtyyears, and bring forth

every year of Ii er life; whereas the male, when

not kept from the females, abuses his strength

to so great a degree as to lose the total power

of engendering in a very few years.

The he and she-ass, therefore, both incline

to sterility by common and also by different

qualities. The horse and the mare have the

same tendency. The mare may receive a

stallion nine or ten days after she has brought

forth, and she will produce five or six years

successively, but after that time she become

barren. To preserve her fecundity an interval

ofayear should be allowed between each birth,

and instead of giving her the stallion

imme-diatelyafter she has foaled, she should be kept

until
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